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Dems hold hearing on AZ National Guard misconduct
San Francisco Chronicle
PHOENIX (AP) — An Arizona National Guard officer told an Arizona House panel Tuesday that he went to the press to report misconduct after the Guard's top leadership failed to discipline soldiers caught lying, stealing and sexually exploiting female ...
See all stories on this topic »

 

Nebraska National Guard Adjutant General Promoted to National Post
NTV
Maj. Gen. Judd Lyons, Adjutant General of the Nebraska National Guard, has been promoted to position of Deputy Director of the U.S. Army National Guard. "It has been my honor to serve here in the Nebraska National Guard for over 33 years," Lyons shared.
See all stories on this topic »

 

—
Target Date for F-35A Initial Operations Coming
The Air Force intends to inform congressional defense overseers this week when the service expects to commence initial operations with the F-35A strike fighter, said Secretary Michael Donley. "We owe them a report by June 1st. That's on track," he told reporters during a Pentagon briefing on May 24. Donley
did not directly comment on Reuters' May 20 report that the Air Force aimed to declare F-35A initial operational capability in mid-2016—about a year earlier than previously planned—by using the Block 2B software package that the Marine Corps intends to have in its F-35B jets when it declares them ready for
real-world operations as early as mid-2015. F-35 Program Executive Officer Lt. Gen. Christopher Bogdan told lawmakers last month that he had "moderate confidence" that the Block 2B software would be available on time. The Navy's target date for IOC with its F-35C variant is mid-2018, according to Reuters.
(Donley-Welsh transcript) (See also Define Initial.)
Air Force Structure Commission to Hold First Public Hearing
The congressionally mandated National Commission on the Structure of the Air Force will hold its first public hearing on June 4 in the Rayburn House Office Building in Washington, D.C., according to a commission release. Retired Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Dennis McCarthy will serve as chairman of the eight-
member panel; former Air Force Undersecretary Erin Conaton is the vice chair. The commission is charged with conducting a "comprehensive study of the Air Force's structure to determine if and how the structure should be modified to best fill current and future mission requirements with available resources,"
states the release. Panel members held their first internal meeting on April 30. Congress directed the commission to provide a report with its recommendations by Feb. 1, 2014.
 
 

 
Pay Raise Is Possible 
(Washington Post) - Separately, a House Armed Services subcommittee last week endorsed a 1.8 percent raise for military personnel, the amount indicated by an employment cost index measure sometimes used in government pay-setting. In many years, federal employee pay raises were boosted to the amount set for military personnel in the name of
"pay parity." That linkage has not been followed recently, however, as uniformed personnel have continued receiving annual raises while federal pay rates have been frozen.
.
Boeing Tanker Plane On Track For July Review
(Reuters.com) - A Boeing program for an aerial tanker that will refuel other warplanes mid-flight is nearly ready for a major design review likely to occur in July, a U.S. Air Force official told Reuters last week.

 
 
 
 

 
National Guard Youth Foundation Receives $4.7 Million Grant through Microsoft ...
Sacramento Bee
ALEXANDRIA, Va., May 28, 2013 -- /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- The National Guard Youth Foundation, a nonprofit organization focused on helping adolescents who have dropped out of school to get a second chance at an education and job training, ...
See all stories on this topic »

 

Conn. sub base, National Guard planning furloughs
San Francisco Chronicle
HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — About 750 civilian employees at the Navy's submarine base in Groton and more than 600 technicians working for the Connecticut National Guard are facing furloughs as the Defense Department deals with automatic budget cuts.
See all stories on this topic »
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Living under Sequestration at Seymour Johnson
The Washington Post profiled airmen at Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C., looking at what life is like for them at the base now that budget sequestration is sinking in and one of the base's squadrons is not flying. The newspaper talked to pilots,
maintainers, and other base officials about the F-15Es of the 336th Fighter Squadron that have not taken to the skies since April 9. The lack of flying time is wearing on the unit's crews, according to the newspaper's May 27 report. Pilots now
train regularly on the advanced simulators at the base, but the experience is limited. "The smell, the feel, the heat, the frigging everything" is different, said Capt. Kevin Murphy, one of the squadron's pilots. "You don't fly for a month, it's tough
to even start the engine again," he added. The squadron's standdown is affecting qualifications and readiness rates—and fighter crew certifications will impact follow-on assignments, according to the newspaper. While the 336th FS is not
flying, the base's two training squadrons and other F-15E combat-coded unit, the 335th FS, still are.
Kirksey Selected as AFRC's New Command Chief
Lt. Gen. James Jackson, head of Air Force Reserve Command, selected CMSgt. Cameron Kirksey to be AFRC's next command chief, according to a release from the organization. Kirksey has been serving as command chief of AFRC's
482nd Fighter Wing at Homestead ARB, Fla., since June 2011. He will replace CMSgt. Kathleen Buckner, who resigned in April for personal reasons, according to press reports. She had held the post since December 2011. "I look forward to
being the eyes, ears, and voice of our enlisted ranks to General Jackson, and I want every airman who is a part [of] AFRC to know that I am extremely honored to serve them as their senior enlisted leader," said Kirksey, in AFRC's May 23
release. A native of Silas, Ala., he enlisted in the Air Force Reserve in March 1988. His background is in the logistics career field, specializing in fuels management. (Robins report by SSgt. Alexy Saltekoff)
 
DSB Report Annex Details China Espionage
The Defense Science Board, in a confidential annex to a report issued earlier this year, found that Chinese hackers have engaged in a wide range of espionage activities targeting US aerospace and defense firms and have hacked into
designs for more than a dozen major weapons programs, reported the Washington Post. Among the weapons programs hacked or compromised by "cyber exploitation" are the F-35 strike fighter, V-22 tiltrotor aircraft, C-17 transport, RQ-4
Global Hawk remotely piloted aircraft, AMRAAM missile, PAC-3 missile, the THAAD missile defense system, according to the newspaper's May 27 report. The public version of the DSB report, dated January, warned that the Pentagon was
not ready to engage in a full-scale cyber conflict, but avoided charging the Chinese government with orchestrating the cyber attacks. Conversely, the most recent edition of the Pentagon's annual report on China's military, released earlier this
month, charged the Chinese government specifically with hacking and cyber espionage attacks. US officials have charged China with using espionage to close the military capability gap with the United States.
We Know Less Than We Think
The information that the United States has on China's nuclear weapons buildup is quite thin and controversial, said Richard Fisher, senior fellow of Asian military affairs at the International Assessment and Strategy Center. For example, the
United States estimates that China possesses between 200 and 400 nuclear warheads, but according to Russian experts, China holds 1,600 to 1,800 warheads, said Fisher during a May 24 address on Capitol Hill sponsored by AFA, the
National Defense Industrial Association, and Reserve Officers Association. Further, US experts believe that China has 16 tons of highly enriched uranium, whereas the Russians believe that the Chinese have 40 tons of HEU, he noted. Fischer
also said North Korea either has or will soon have deployable ICBMs that can reach Anchorage, Alaska. These weapons were "made in China, given to North Korea," he emphasized. He also mentioned that China is supplying nuclear
weapons to Pakistan, but unfortunately, the United States is not doing much about it. Michael Pillsbury, a Defense Department consultant, and Gordon Chang, author of The Coming Collapse of China, also spoke at the event.
—June Lee
 
Predator Airframe Surpasses 20,000 Flying Hours
An MQ-1 Predator remotely piloted aircraft assigned to Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, recently became the first Predator airframe to accumulate 20,000 flying hours over Afghanistan, according to a release from the 451st Air Expeditionary
Wing. This feat is the equivalent of flying this Predator 15 hours every other day for 2,667 days, states the wing's May 28 release. "Reaching this milestone is significant, but what's more special are the missions we enable every day," said Lt.
Col. Russ Garner, 62nd Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron commander. MQ-1s carry cameras for overhead surveillance; they are also capable of firing missiles at ground targets. Garner credited the work of Kandahar's RPA
maintainers for this Predator reaching this flight-hour total. "Without maintainers we couldn't reach this milestone, let alone get in the air," he said. He also noted the "unbelievable operations tempo" at which the members of the squadron
function in launching and recovering the Predator and MQ-9 Reaper RPAs that operate from Kandahar. (Kandahar report by Capt. Brian Maguire)
EELV Program Takes Off
The Air Force has increased the number of Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicles it intends to procure by 60 to 151, according to the Pentagon's latest selected acquisition report to Congress.. Projected savings of $1.7 billion from initiatives
like a revised contracting strategy have "partially offset" the cost increase, states the SAR. (For more SAR coverage, see F-35 Costs Decrease and More Extended-Range JASSMs.)
Schriever Firing Range Opens
Officials at Schriever AFB, Colo., held the grand opening ceremony for the base's new combat arms training and maintenance range. SSgt Julius Delos Reyes, spokesman for Schriever's 50th Space Wing, told the Daily Report that the ribbon
cutting occurred on May 23. The new range is 25 meters long, holds six shooting lanes, and includes concrete walls and floors, baffles on its ceiling, and a reinforced steel and granulated rubber backstop designed to stop bullet fragmentation,
according to a Schriever release. "Weapons training and qualification standards have expanded and increased throughout the Air Force and during the last 10 years as we've learned from combat operations," said TSgt. Ryan James, 50th
Security Forces Squadron noncommissioned officer in charge of combat arms. "Not only must security forces members fire more rounds down range, but a lot of new aspects have been incorporated into qualifying. So, this facility is really
going to ease the training and qualifying process for the squadron," he said. (Schriever report by Scott Prater)

 

   

National Guard allows temporary inactive service
StandardNet
I have spent the last 21 years in the Utah National Guard, and have found them more than willing to allow people “go inactive” when specific things prohibit them from working and drilling. I specifically needed to take a year off because I was working ...
See all stories on this topic »

 

 

 
   

. U.S. Taps Female Commander For Its Naval Forces In Korea
(Yonhap News Agency) - The U.S. has named a woman to command its naval forces in South Korea
Chuck Hagel Sailing Rather Than Flailing 
(Politico.com) - Just three months ago, Chuck Hagel was flailing under fire on Capitol Hill, trying to convince his former colleagues in the Senate that he was the right man to run the Pentagon. Since then, the newly minted defense secretary has been dealing with massive budget cuts, tense flare-ups in Syria and North Korea and a widening sexual assault scandal that threatens to
corrode the ranks. In spite of it all, hes getting high marks even from those who opposed him from the start.
. In S.C., A Budget-Cutter Braces For Anger At His Work 
(Washington Post) - Mulvaney, 45, came to Washington in 2010 promising to pare spending even if it meant fewer projects and near-term pain for his district. "We really believe you can't spend money you don't have," Mulvaney said in his victory speech. Now three years later, he was coming home just as the budget cuts he has so passionately advocated were starting to bite,
particularly in the area around Shaw, where more than 1,000 civilian workers face furloughs and lucrative construction jobs are drying up.
Widow Vows 'To Do Battle' With Hasan
(San Antonio Express-News) - The Army psychiatrist accused of a Fort Hood shooting spree that killed 13 people and left 32 wounded will ask a judge today to let him act as his own attorney, a scenario that would see him question some of the people he's accused of trying to kill.
. Sex Assault Trial Of Naval Academy Teacher Begins
(Yahoo.com) - Jury selection has begun in the military trial of a former U.S. Naval Academy teacher accused of sexually assaulting a female student.
. In Asia, Hagel To Promise 'Follow-Through' On US Pivot
(Agence France-Presse) - Pentagon chief Chuck Hagel will reassure allies in a trip to Asia this week that the United States intends to '"follow through" on its promised strategic shift to the Pacific region, officials said Tuesday.
U.S. Deploys High-End Weapons In Pacific To Meet China's Challenge, Other Contingencies 
(Asahi Shimbun (ajw.asahi.com)) - In a recent interview with The Asahi Shimbun, Mark Lippert, former assistant secretary of defense for Asian and Pacific security affairs, explained that that was precisely why the United States not only announced the deployment of 60 percent of its entire naval fleet to the Pacific, but also moving our most capable assets, including the newest
attack submarines and stealth fighter jets.
.
U.S. Fighter Jet Drills Suspended After Crash Off Okinawa
(Kyodo News) - The U.S. Air Force said drills involving its F-15 fighter jets scheduled for Wednesday will be suspended for safety checks after one of the aircraft crashed in waters off Okinawa on Tuesday.
.
. Pentagon: S. Korea, U.S., Japan To Discuss N. Korea In Singapore
(Yonhap News Agency) - U.S. Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel will focus on the North Korea issue when he holds trilateral talks with his South Korean and Japanese counterparts in Singapore later this week, officials said Tuesday.
Pentagon Defends Weapons After Report Of Hacker Attacks
(Bloomberg.com) - The Pentagon vouched for the capabilities of U.S. weaponry, responding to a report that Chinese hackers had gained access to sensitive information about major American weapons systems.
. Russia, EU Raise Ante Before Syria Peace Talks
(Wall Street Journal) - Russia vowed Tuesday to deliver weapons to the Syrian government after Europe cleared the way to arm rebels, as both sides jockeyed to gain leverage ahead of a peace conference in July.
. Restraint Urged On Giving Syrian Rebels Arms
(Washington Post) - A day after securing an end to the European Union's weapons embargo on Syria, Britain and France are facing criticism from Russia and pressure at home and abroad to show restraint before acting to arm the rebels seeking to oust Syrian President Bashar al-Assad.
 
. With Few Clues, Afghan Pathologists Try To Put Names To Torture Victims 
(New York Times) - When the mortal remains of a man named Nawab were brought to what is,  in effect, the Kabul C.S.I. on April 30, they all fit easily into a wooden crate small enough to carry under one arm. Afghan pathologists at the Directorate of Forensic Medical Services do not even have powerful microscopes, let alone sophisticated DNA testing, so identifying those
remains was more a session of 20 Questions with family members than a scientific investigation.
 
. Chinese President To Seek New Relationship With U.S. In Talks
(New York Times) - Chinas new president, Xi Jinping, took a hands-on approach on Monday while meeting with President Obamas national security adviser to prepare the agenda for the California summit meeting between the two leaders next week.
China Army To Conduct First 'Digital' Exercise
(Reuters.com) - China will next month conduct its first "digital" technology military exercise, state media said on Wednesday, against growing concern in Washington and elsewhere about Chinese hacking attacks.
. Hacking Overshadows Closer US-China Military Ties
(Yahoo.com) - U.S. National Security Adviser Tom Donilon has pushed for stronger military relations with China as part of preparations for a summit next month between President Barack Obama and China's Xi Jinping.
Ready, Fire, Aim
(ForeignPolicy.com) - Why the U.S. should have launched an ICBM during the North Korean crisis.
. Debt To Vets, Debt For Vets: Now's The Time To Repay What We Owe 
(National Journal Daily) - I propose $1 trillion in a debt-financed trust fund for health care, counseling, and housing. These are basic needs, and with the absolute guarantee of funding, the VA can offer two choices: stay in the existing disability system or receive as-needed funding for immediate needs in these three areas. Does anyone doubt that ready cash would allow combat
veterans to re-enter civilian life with less financial stress, hardship, and needless waiting?
Coming Together To Remember And Serve 
(Washington Times) - The tradition of memorializing the ultimate sacrifices of our service men and women is too often relegated to Memorial Day, when solemn observances compete for attention with mattress sales and barbecues. Remembering is too often sadly seen as the private ritual of a family in grief or the responsibility of others in the military. As one surviving sister
noted, far too many knowingly choose "to enjoy the privileges granted by our service members and never acknowledge the sacrifice."
U.S. Launches First Drone Strike In Pakistan Since Election
(Reuters.com) - A U.S. drone strike killed seven people in Pakistan's North Waziristan region on Wednesday, security officials said, the first such attack since a May 11 general election in which the use of the unmanned aircraft was a major issue.
. Pentagon Confirms Drone Crash In Somalia
(Politico.com) - The Pentagon has confirmed that a U.S. reconnaissance drone crashed off the coast of Somalia on Monday, but defense officials deny it was shot down by fighters loyal to the al-Shabab insurgency.
2 American Embassy Officials Are Shot In Venezuela Strip Club 
(New York Times) - Two staff members of the American Embassy in Caracas, Venezuela, were shot and wounded at a strip club there early Tuesday, according to officials. The two men are members of the support staff in the office of the defense attach, according to a State Department official who asked not to be identified because he was not authorized to provide details of the
episode.
. Families Get Help In Living With Loss  
(Wilmington (DE) News Journal) - For the past 20 years, a Hawaii-based military commands teams have combed battle sites around the world, using a combination of operational history, case files and tips to search for remains of the roughly 83,000 Americans still  considered missing in action since World War I. Forensic anthropologists analyze material evidence and remains to
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develop peer-reviewed positive identifications.
Pratt & Whitney Finalizes $1 Billion F-35 Jet Engine Deal
(Reuters.com) - Pratt & Whitney, a unit of United Technologies Corp, on Tuesday said it finalized a $1 billion deal with the Pentagon for a fifth batch of engines for the single-engine Lockheed Martin Corp F-35 fighter jet.
Words Can't End A War
(Washington Post) - In a nearly 7,000-word speech that has been praised as oratory for grown-ups (dissenters presumably are childish), President Obama intoned that the time has come to end the war on terror. Hear, hear. But does saying it's so make it so?
Obama, The Agonizer 
(Washington Post) - In the speech, as always, Obama came off as sober and measured. Those qualities are necessary but not sufficient for a successful presidency. That requires a chief executive skilled not only in spotting issues but also in crafting solutions and driving them to a successful conclusion - yes, even in the face of an uncooperative, even irrational opposition.
The Long Haul In Syria
(Los Angeles Times) - The debate here isn't over whether the United States should intervene in Syria; it's how much, and how. After all, the United States has already imposed sanctions, given nonlethal aid to the rebels (including intelligence), and made efforts to wrangle moderate opposition groups into a functioning coalition.
Shuttle Diplomacy, Kerry Style 
(New York Times) - Secretary of State John Kerry has seemed perpetually in motion in the Middle East since he assumed office, shuttling from one meeting to another with top Israeli and Palestinian officials over the last four months in an effort to revive peace negotiations. He has divulged few details, and his overall strategy is unclear. But it would be foolish to write off his
peacemaking diplomacy, as some have. So far, he seems to be moving in a determined and encouraging fashion on a series of interlocking steps.
How Prevalent Is Sexual Assault In The Armed Forces? -- (Letters)  
(Wall Street Journal) - Regarding Capt. Lindsay Rodman's "The Pentagon's Bad Math on Sexual Assault" (op-ed, May 20): We agree that "unwanted sexual contact" is an imprecise way of characterizing "sexual assault" and is perhaps most equivalent to "sexual harassment" in the civilian world. Future surveys of military men and women should distinguish more accurately
between the two. However, Capt. Rodman's own math leaves room for improvement and her emphasis on the recent progress that the military has made in confronting the problem of sexual assault is dwarfed by how much more needs to be done.
Society's Attitudes Toward The Military -- (Letters)  
(New York Times) - Karl W. Eikenberry and David M. Kennedy have again reminded us, as the fortunate citizens of a self-governing society, where concentrations of power are viewed with suspicion, of the antidemocratic and ultimately dangerous division that occurs when the vast majority of the people do not comprehend the military. An increasingly isolated military can
easily become alienated from its civilian masters.
. Sequester Is Fed Speak For Now Hiring; Government Posts 27,000 High-Paying Job Openings
(WashingtonTimes.com) - The Washington Times article titled "In Time Of Sequesters, Uncle Sam Is Trying To Hire 27,000" -- included in yesterday's Early Bird -- has been updated with several changes in the following WashingtonTimes.com version.
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